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Arun Kumar
 htpatne®@hindustantimes com

PATNA: Education minister
Brishin Patel on Monday said
that societal ownership was the

only way matmm edu-

cation could reach the masses
without diserimination and

“Imagine a s}tuatlon ina
village, in which a school is
running, but right opposite,
a group of children remain
engrossed in playing marbles.
The teachers pass that way, as
do villagers. But nobody both-
ers to stop and tell them to go
to school. Why? Because they
feel the children are not theirs.
Had any of the children been
their, the reaction would have
been different,” he added.

Patel was speaking after

releasing the report on ‘social -

tiversity andlearningachiey

ment’, prepared by Deshkal

Society after survey 1n- two of
Bihar districts — Gaya and
Katihar.

Patel said each citizen would
have to rise above ‘parochial
thinking’ and be like ‘tola

sevaks’ (volunteers appointed

by the government to encour-
age Mahadalits to go to school)
. to ensure that no child remains

‘out of school. "Ii‘ ‘tola sevaks

3 onthsdaskwmhtakmgclassea
. in their own school”.
Maintaining, that the
ummwpﬂmw sahwla
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the number of teach

gone up from two lakh hﬂm J
Patel said there was need
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can do so can we. This realiaa
tion is important to usher in
qualitative change in schools
and make education truly
inclusive,” he added.

Chief minister Jitan Ram
Manjhi had also recently stated
on a public platform that gov-
ernment school teachers sent
their own wards to private
schools and “sit with their feet

 of which pay less than what the
government pays,” he added.
Patel said the government’s
efforts has resulted in reduction
in dropout rate from 11% in 2005
t0.3%, but there isneed to bring
all children to schools and hold

them there: “It is unfortunate -

that in a state that was once
known for institutions line
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Nalanda and Vikramshila, we

are s]idins in eﬂueatmh 'fhis

Sanjay Kumar, secretary,
Deshkal, said the report is an
attempt to document the contri-
bution of school and education
system on learning outcomes
of children in the light of
diverse social and economic
backgrounds.

MK Tewari presented the
report, while Arti Verma laid
emphasis on p upgr\man,t_ T
ing throughasg <fo
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